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ABSTRACT 

^ Yearly administrations of a standardized achievement 

test are a part of the educational process in many school districts 
in the United States* The Systemwide Testing Program in the Austin 
Independent School District Office of Research and Evaluation has 
gradually developed a process and support matexlals whereby the test, 
administrations are a tool for evaluation and also a means of 
informing, preparing, and involving teacher&, parents, and the 
community in this part of the educational endeavor • To provide for 
enrichment of teaching techniques and improvement of communication 
patterns, the following materials (included as attachments to the 
document) are discussed: (1) public service announcements; (2) school 
district cable television; (3) parents* role in preparing students 
for testing; (4) test brochures;. (5) school board presentations; (6) 
teachers' year-long plan; {7} preparing students; (8) testing 
calendar, and (9) newsletter for test coordinators. (PM) 
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Achievement Test Preparation: A Year-Long ^oal, 
Not a Last-Minute Thought 



M. Kevin Matter 
(5lynn Hgon 
Austin Independent School District 
Austin, Texas 



Yearly administrations of 'a standardized achievement test are a 
pcirt of the educational process in many school districts in the U.S. 
For many students, teachers, and administrators those testing days are 
ones which must be "endured." Too often the tests themselves are the 
end - the evaluation of the student, school, or district. Too in- 
frequently are the tests the ijeginning - the basis for improvement of 
teaching strategies and communication patterns within the school system 
and between the school system and the cbinmunity it serves. • The 
S^stemwide Testing Program in the Austin Independent School Dis.trJLci 



(AISD) Office of Research and Evaluation (ORE) hcts gradually developed 
a process and support materials whereby the test administrations are a 



tool for evaluati^^ of t informing; preparing, and in- 

VoTvIng'^achers, parents, and the community in this part of the edu- 



cational endeavor. . 

\ 
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Test Preparation - How Much Is Too Much? 

Standardized achievement testing should not be an isolated part of 
tfte schooling process, but one important means of assessing how well 
the school system (students, teachers, administrators, and parents) is - 
providing its ^tudents with an ^ucational experience. Many school 
districts focus attention on preparing for the "test" during a rela- 
tively short period of time immediately prior to the test administra- 
.tion. This approach does not promote optimal understanding and use- 
fi?lness of the whole. testing process. The testing process can be used 
to encourage effective teaching strategies and communication patterns 
throughout the school year. ^ 

Students in AISD receive test preparation through the use of 
practice tests and simple scripts on various aspects of testing (see 
Christner, Matter, and Ligon, 1981, and Ligon and Jones, 1981). These 
materials are presented. to students the week prior to testing. While 
many districts provide this level of test preparation for the active 
p^ticipants^'T^ the testing process, the students, few disticts have 
gone the next step, that of ^^^roviding^pport materials for students, 
school staff, or^arents to hel^ make the testing process itself an 
educational process. The following materials have been developed in 
AISD to help provide for enrichment of teaching techniques and im- 
provftment of coimm^mi^^a^i^^-pat-ter^ -ant3-ttnder standing of the school 
system by the system staff and the cb^unitjrtat large. 

■ 4 - 
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Communication with Public and Parents 

1*^ Public Service Announcements (PSA's). 

Television PSA's provide the dates of testing and basic hints on 
how parents and others can help students do their best during the 
testing (see Attachment A). AISD has been fortunate to obtain the 
services of the last two' state governors, city mayor, university 
athletic coach, a noted university professor (Barbara Jordan), 
a professional baseball player (Don Baylor), and a local radio 
personality in making PSA's. These are aired on local commercial 
channels beginning about two weeks prior to the first day of 
testing and continue through tbta last test day. 

2. School District Cable Television Channel. ^ - 

AISD recently received its own cable TV channel. An Office of 
Research and Evaluation testing staff member starred in a half-hour 
tape, hosted by an elementary principal, on understanding grade 
equivalents and percentiles. This tape was broadcast over the 
district's channel several times a day (morning, afternoon, and * 
evening) for a three-week period. The elementary schools scheduled 
staff meetings at their convenience to view the tape as an 
inservfce.. Since this was broadcast over the cable, any Austin 
citizen who sub.scribes to the cable could- have watched the 

. - .inaexvice. _ . . . . 

The AISD cable channel also announces the testing dates and other 
items related to testing on^ information boards whic^h appear period- 
ically throughout the day (see Attachment B) . 



3» Parents Role in Preparing Students for Testing. 

Test preparation is tK)t the sole domain of school personnel. 
Parents are an integr^^part of the, testing process, too. A hand- 
out on the parent's xolj (Attachment C) was developed for distri- 
bution at PTA meetings, etc., briefly describing activities for 

parents to help their students at testing time^ and how to use test 

if 

information throughout the school year. 
4. Test Broahures. 

Each student tested receives a student/parent brochure (Attach- 
ment D) • This brochure briefly describes the test taken by the 
. student, reports the scores received, and describes the use of the 
scores by teachers and others in the school. Brochures are 
developed separately for senior high, junior high, elementary 
(English and Spanish versions), and kindergarten (English and 
Spanish versions). 

3. School Board Presentations^ 

Yearly presentations to the School Board provide an avfnue for 
public reporting of test results and a discussion of the influence 
of programs and policies on achievement. The published school and 
district summary achievement reports are available for public use 
at the School Board off^e/ "1:he AISD^^prof essional library, and the 



ORE offices. 



\ 



\ 

\ 

V 

\ 

6 \ 



ERIC 



Conmiunications with Students and School Staff 

6 • Teachers ' Year-Long Plan. * , ' 

The AISD testing staff subscribes to the idea that maximum benefi^t 
of test preparation activities cannot be obtained unless these are^ 
incorporated into regular classroom activities throughout the year. 
Student and teacher test anxiety can be reduced if preparation for 
the achievement testing is a year-long goal^ not a last-minute 
thought. A handout for teachers (Attachment E) lists activities 
which they may use throxighout the school year to improve their 
students' test-taking skills. An all-purpose answer sheet (Attach- 
ment F) is available to help students obtain additional practice 

\ 

with a separate answer sheet. 

m 

7. Taking the Tests Seriously* 

Sometimes students are required to participate in activities With- 
out much knowledge of how their performance will be used. This was 
the case in AISD in the past with the high school testing. Now, ^ 
AISD high school teachers communicate information to their students 
on how the test results are used for student, school, and district 
decision-ma-king, stressing the importance of taking the tests 




8, Testing Calendar. - • ' ' 

Systemwide^ testing dates need to fee det,ermin€3r^Ct ^the upcoming 
school year, as early as possible and communicated to district per- 
sonnel. This helps prevent conflicts with other activities and 
signifies that testing is an important event whi,ch others must plan 
around, not vice versa. In AISD principals, counselors, and 
central "administrative staff receive a calendar (Attachment H) 
providing the dates for di^trictwide achievement testing, special- 
program testing (e.g.. Chapter 1), and contact persons f or^ the 
testing activities. 

9* Newsletter. 

The^ testing program uses the Nuts .and Bolts (Attachment I) to keep 
counselors and principals up-toi-date on issues related to testing. 

If 

Conclusion 

Most^test preparation and information activities can be incorpor- 
ated into regular classroom activities. Parent/school/c<^rmunity sup- 
port for testing and a better understanding of test results are possi- 
ble when the importance^ of testing is noted throughout the year and 
when these groups know that they have an important rOle in the testing 
process. The more 'the community anh school system understand the tests 
and the testing process,^. the better they can meaningfully interpret the 

results and take corrective educational actions as needed. 

V • -'^^ I ' ^ ■ 
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The ORE Systefiwide Testing staff has developed various materials 
^ and procedures for ijhforming and Assisting, but more a^^ needed. One 
AISD school recently began using parts of a published sec. <fe test, pre- 
paration materials. These teachers found it easier to us^ and adapt: 
those materials than create those suggested in our handouts. Thus, our 

wn test preparation activities need to be expanded, to pJovide not 
only the ideas, but more of the finished products which teachers can 
use directly. 




/ 



} 



Christnerr C. r Matter^j^^^T/ and Ligon, G. Develop your own practice ^ 
test when. ..a) YoucsHange achievement tests; b) your needs are 
unique; c) you don't have much money; d) all of the ^bove. Paper 
presented at the 1981 Ahn^I Meeting of the American Educational 
Research Associationr New York. 

Ligonr G. and Joneal P. Preparing students for standardized testing: 
One district ' s perspective. Paper presented at the 1981 Annual 
rteeting of the American Eaucational Research Association, *New York, 

; . 
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AUSTIN INDEmDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT 
' .Office of, R^earch, and Evaluation 

TESTING PSA'S FEATURING GOVERNOR MARK WHITE 
SCRIPT #1 

As Governor of Texas, I need complete' and current information 
before I make a decision. An important piece of information for 
teacheraj, parent^, and stiidents comes from the annual achievement 
test4a^in our public schools, I want to /encourage all students 
to be in school and ready to take these t»ts. ^The resists are 
^important to all of us; 



SCRIPT #2 




Part of the responsibility of befng Governor is to insure that 
Texas is -providing the best possible education for our children. 
Annual achievement tests help us to maintain onr quality of 
education by, furnishing valuable information about students' 
progress, ^ 

Parents and students also have, a responsibility. Wbn^t you help 
us continue to make Texas a leader in education by encouraging 
your children's best efforts during this important .achievement 
testing? • . 



SCRIPT #3 



As' Gjfvernorv^of Texas, I know that our educational system is responsible 
, for^raining tomorrow's leaders. Achievement tests are an important 
^^laoMure of students' success..^ 



It is only with. accurate evaluations that we can continue to implement 
challenging programs in our scRools. Won't you help our future 
leaders reach their goal? by. encouraging your children's best efforts 
during their important achievement tests. 



AU$TIN^ INBEPENDEilT SCHOOr DISTRICT 
Office o£ Research and Evaluat1.^n 



. Governor White ,PSA 



Script #2 ^ ' " ^ , • ^ ^ 

Caption at bottom of screen 
GOVERNOR MARK WHITE 



Tag at end on screen 



Austin Independent School District 
Texas Assessment of Basic Skills 
Grades 3, 5, and "9 
February 14-18 



Austin Independent School District 
Iowa Tests of Basic Skills 
Grades 7 and 8 / * 
Febru^ary 15-17 



Voiceover at end 



Texas Assessment of Basie Skills 
Grades 3, 5, and 9 
; February 14-18 



Iowa Te^ts of Basic Skills 
Grades 7 and 8 
February 15-17 



Airing dates 

February 9-17; 1983 
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ADSTIN INDEPENDENT SCHOOL 'DISTRICT 
' Off I'ce of Research and Evaluation 



TESTING PSA'S FEATURING DON* BAILOR 



rAPTTOW AT UnTTfTM OF SfTRRFN! DON BAYT-OR 



r 



New York Yankees 
SCRIPT n 



Whether your job is playing baseball, or going to school, we all 
do our be|{i:^\rtien we are well prepared. Students in the public 
schools will soon be taking their yearly achieyement tests. It's 
iiiq>ortant for you to be in school and be prepared to do your best. 
When your achievement tests are given, get a good ni^t's sleep, 
eat br^kfast, and be at sc&ool on tiiae. 



SCRIPT n 




As a px:af6ssional baseball player, I must be prepared every tlffie 
I take the "^ield. As a father,* I want to help son be prepared 
to do his best in '^hool. Public school students will soon/be 
taking thiir yearly achievement tests. When the achievement tests 
are given, be sure your child gets . a good, night's ^eep^ eats 
breakfa^, and arrives at school on time, I'm goin^^to see that 
my son does , . 




AUSTIN INDEPENDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT 
Off ice of Research aad Evaliiationr 



Don Baylor PSA 



Introduction 



Here is Austin High graduate and member of the New York Yankees 
Don Baylor speaking for ^ Austin's public schools. 

On screen: *AISD seal or an AISD elementary school 



Caption at bottom of screen 

DON BAYLOR 

NEW YORK YANKEES 



Tag and voiceover at end 
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Austin Independent School District 
Iowa Tests of Basic Skills 
Grades Kr6 \ 
/ April 19-21 
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AUSTIN INDEPENDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT 
Office of Research and Evaltiatlon 



TESTING PSA'S FEATORING CACTUS PRIOR 



SCRIPT-41 



We Texans are protid o£ many things • Here In Austin one of the 
things ve are most proiul of Is our public schools* These schools 
maintain their excellence part^ through yearly achievement 
testing. Won*t you encourage your child to get a good night's 
sleep, eat breakfast, and be at school on time when the achieve- 
ment tests are given? 



— SCRIPT #2 



Students In Austin's ptibllc schools will soon be taking their 
annual achievement tests. These tests provide current and 
accurate information on each child's progress - Information 
important to you, your child, teachers, and school staff. 
Please help your child be prepared to <o his or her best. 
When the tests are given, make sure your child gets a good 
nlght^s sleep, eats breakfast, and is at school on time. 
Thank you. 



SCRIPT « 



Getting a good education is important. One way that you, your 
parents^ and yotxr teachers can measure progress in school is 
with the anrfual achievemeht tests. Students in Austin's public 
schools will soon be taking these tests. When the tests ar^^x 
given,' be prepared to do your best. Get a good night's sle^ 
eat breakfast, and be at, school on time. 



AUSTIN IND^ENDEjn: SCHOOL DISTRICTS 
Office of Research and Evaluation 



' CactTJs^ Pryor PSA 



Tag and voiceover at end 



Austin Independent School district 
Sequential Tests of Educational Progress 
Grades 9-12 
April 6 and 7 



Introduction 



Here is local radio and TV personality and author. Cactus Pryo 
speaking for Austin's public schools* 

On Screen: an AISD high school or AISD seal 

. r 
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WHAT IS THE PAREl^TS' ROLE IN PREPARING STUDENTS FOR STANDARDIZED TESTS? 



1. Know when the testing is happening^ ^ ^ 

2. Know what tests or types of tests are^eing given^ 
3« Show an interest by talking to the child about 

a) when the testing is* 

b) what the teacher has said about the testing. 

c) whether the child needs anything for the test (pencils, erasers). 

4. Emphasize the child's responsibility to try his/her best so the results 
will be as accurate as possible. 

5. Be supportive. Communicate that the test is important but not to 
worry about it. y 

6. Understand that studying or cramming for a standardized test is not a 
good idea.. These tests cover many topics, and last-minute studying 
will not help muctf|> if any. ^ 

7. Have the child ready to take the test. 

a) Avoid events that might upset t;he child. 

b) Be sure the child gets a good night's sleep. 

c) Prepare a good breakfast. 

d) Be sure the child is at school on time. 

8. After the test, ask how everything went. Tell the child that tests are 
important and that trying his/her best is a good sign of growing up. 

9. Look for the results. When they arrive, discuss the^ with the child. 
Look for areas to be proud of and areas where the child might need to 
improve. 

10* Attend a parent/ teacher conference. ^ ' 

S0ME REASONS mV kCHlEVmm TESTWG IS IMPORTAWT 

J. Tz6t 6C0/iZ6 tM u^.hou) mack a 6tudzyvt hoM loxuino^d compoA^d 
to otkoA 6tudmt^ ^ thz ^mz g/uufe. 

2. TeacAe/LA a6e tz6t ^eMJdtt!> ta plan in^t/iaction. We u)ant to tzach 
vohat 6tudmt!i nzzd to IzoAn^ not i^hcut thzy aVizady fenow;. 

3. . Oa/i School BooAd U4e4 tt6t Ji>ton.u to dzdida fiow; laoZi ouA ^diooU 

ouia doing. Tz6t 6coau hzlp them dzolda iMhoJia impAovrnznt aj> naadoxL, 

4. JzMt 6(ioAZ6 in gACidt6 ^'12 oAz u6ed to 6hoi/o ujkldi 6tude.nt^ fuive 
tojxAnzd xhz bcuic ^kWU In /lO^adLng and math. HinAjnm comp^tmcy 
lnvdU riji^t bz mzt bz^o^z gnadixaXlon. 

1^ . 



DISTRITO ESC0LAI( DE AUSTIN \ 
Oficina de Investigacion y Evaluacion 

iQUE DEBEN HACER LOS PADRES PARA AYUDAR A SUS NINOS EN LA PREPARACION DE LOS 
EXAMENES REQUERIDOS POR EL DISTRITO ESCOLAR? 

- \ " 

1. Saber cuando los examenes se llevan a cabo. ^ 

— 2-5 — Saber qu Q--ex am e n e s o t ip o dp p x a menes se estan a d mlni st r ando-r - - 

3. Demuestre a su nlno interes acerca de: % 

a) Cuando dan los examenes. 

b) Que ha dicho lar'^maestra sobre los examenes. 

c) Que necesita/su nino para los examenes (laplces, borradores). 

4. Explique a su nino su responsabilidad de contestar lo mejor posible para que los 
resultados sean exactos. / 

5. Dele apoyo a su nino; comui>£quele que el examen es importante pero que no debe 
preocuparse demasiado. 

6* Estudiar a ultima hora para prepararse para los examenes estandarizados no \s 

recomendable. Estos examenes cubren muchas areas y e.l estudio'a ultima hora 
no ayudar£a. 

7« Prepare a su nino para tomar el examen 4 / 

1 

a) Evite situaciones que trastornen a su nino, ' \ 

b) Asegure que su nino duerma bien la noche anterior al examen. • 

c) .^epare un buen almuerzo. 

d) Asegure que su nino llegue a la escuela a tlempo. 

8« Despues del examen, preguntele a su nino como le fue, Digale que los examenes son ' 
importantes y que tratar de hacer lo mejor posible es muestra de que esta creciendo 
y aprendiendo a tomar responsabilidad por lo que hace. | 

9« Espere los resultados del examen. Cuando lleguen, hable con su nine y dir£jale la 
atencion a las areas en que puede estar orgulloso y a las areas en que puede mejorar, 

XO. Asista a una junta con la maestra de su nino. 

I ALGUhlAS UZONES POR LAS QUE LOS EmEhlES 

VE AmvECHmjEuro son importawtes 

« 

Los n,uultcido6 de lo6 examenes imUcan cuanta ha apK^ndidp un ^s^tadiant^ en 
comp<vui(U6n con ot/io6 utuxLuiYvtu e,n ol mumo QKodo. ^ 

qubioJic (LYU>(LmA a lo6 Q^tudiantzs lo que neced^cion ocp^^doA, no lo que ya 6abiytH 

3, La Jiuvta Vi^icctiva [Sojiool Boatd] atiliza lo6 luuttadol pcuia z6tablzc^A. que tan 
hldn utjoun nueAt/ias ucutla^. Lo6 KOMxUtado^ lo. ayddan a lo6 rnlmbKo^ de la 
Junta VAjidctiva a dzcAjdiA e6 necedo^ta tmjonax lo6 pKoQKoma^. 

4, Lo6 ^uuttado6 de lo6 cxmcnu en lo6 qnado^^ 4^ u^on poAa .safae.t caa£e6 utur- . 
diMvtoM han adquAJUdo la6 haB)(JUdad(^ bd^icju en Izct^uAa y maXmdtLcju. Lo6 
utwiLant&6 defa^n^^ne/t an^ nZvzt minOno de 'campeXe^C/ca en £ectuAa y rnatrnd,- 
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Year-Long Plan for Preparing Students 
for Standardized Testing 



There are some activities which teachers may provide throughout the 
school year to improve students » test-taking skills— possibly even their 
scores on standardized tests, ^ 

In AISD, the seven most frequently observed problems which students have 
with standardized tests have been: 

-Test Anxiety ~t>eing so concerned about their scores that 
students function below their true ability levels, 

• Carelessness —being under motivated or having poor test-- 
taking , skills, 

- Confusion-^being overwhelmed by the unfamiliar proce- 
dures and item formats, 

- Potor Use of Time— being too meticulous, not using time 
to recheck answers, etc, 

- Lack of Skills— being too far below grade level to have 
the skills required to answer a reasonable number ol test 
items. This category includes limited-English proficiency, 

- Special Circumstances— being hindered in taking the test 
by unusual circumstances (e.g., illness, noise from outside 
the classroom, a defective test booklet, etc.)., 

-Handicapping Conditions — being physically, mentally, ' 
or emotionally handicapped to an extent that a valid test 
score is unlikely.' 

The real burden of overcoming these obstacles f^lls to the teacher; however, 
counselors, principals, .resource teachers', and AISD testing staff can offer 
some assistance. Three problems— lack of skills, special circumstances, 
and handicapping conditions— require their own unique solutions; but, test 
anxiety, carelessness, confusion, and poor'use of time -can be combatted 
and reduced by teachers who give students experience in achievement-test- 
like situations throughout the school year. The key is not to allow 
taking a standardized test to be a unique experience. 

Unit tests and classwork already occur in ally teachers' classrooms; con- 
sequently, if these activities can provide ex^rience and practice similar 
to taking standardized tests, then students ma^ perceive standardized 'tests 
as less threatening and less confusing without the loss of valuable in- 
structional time. . ^ 
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Year-Long Plan for Preparing Stw* 
dents for Standardized Testing 
Page 2 , ^ 



The following characteristics of standar\itzed test^can l^e incorporated 

into unit tests and classwork. ( 

^ ^-^^ ' ♦ 

»- A Separate*' Answer Sheet = : 



- A Wide Variety of Item Formats 

- Time Limits .C^y students do not have enobgh experi- 
ence with set "deadlines for completing an exercise. i 

\ 

- Murtiple-Choice Items CPlease, however, remember that 
exclusive use'^f multiple-choice items does not allow 
students the challenge of total recall or of composing 
and writing sentences and paragraphs.). 

- Difficult Items (An average student answers correctly 
75% of the items on teacher-made tests but only 57% on 
the ITBS.) 

These test-taking'habits can also be taught and encouraged throughout the 

^- Leaving difficult items and working on easi^, ,ones , then 
returning to the difficult items. 

' - Going back to check answers if there is time available. 

- Eliminating obviously incorrect choices, then choosing 
an answer from among those left. 

- Using information iA other items as clues to an item^ s^' 
answer. 

A study by the Office of Research and Evaluation showed that other test- 
taking strategies were either of no help on the ITBS^ or were too co^aplex 
^ to be used by most students. ^ ^ 




AUSTIN INDEPENDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT 



ST%vlDARD ANSWER SHEET 



Austin * texas 



STUDENT NAME 



STUDENT NU MBER- 



TEST- ___ 

DATE 

PERJOD _ 

CLASS 

TEACHER 



1 CD CD CSD 

2 CD CZ5 CD C3D CD 

3 CD CZ5 C2> C3D CD 

4 CD CZ5 CD CD CD , 

i 

5 CD CD CD CD CD 

6 CD CD CD CD CD 

7 CD CD CD CD CD 

8 CD CD CD CD CD 

9 CD CD CD CD CD 
10 CD CD CD CD CD 



11 



CD^G!3*CD CD CD 



12 CD ' CC) CD CD CD 



21 CD CD CD CD CD 

22 CD CD CD Ci) CD 

23 CD CD CD CD 
4 CD CD CD CD CD 

25 CD CD CD CD CD 

26 CD CD CD CD CD 

27 CD CD CD CD CD 
28^CD-^DJ3) CD CD 

29 CD CD CD CD CD 

30 CD CD CD CD CD 

31 CD CD CD CD CD 

32 CD CD CD CD CD 



13 CD CD CD CD V 33 CD CD CD 'CD CD 

14 CD CD CD CD CD ^j--*^4 CD CD CD.^ CD 

15 CD CD CD CD A) 35 CD' CZ) CSX^.CD 

16 CD CD CD CD^ 36 CB CD CD CD 



CD CD CD CD ^^ijp^iD 



CD <D CD 



r 



17 CD 

18CDCDCDCDCD 38a:>CDCDCDCD 
19 CD CD CD CD CD 39^ CD CD CD CD 



41^^ ' CD CD^CD CD 



42 CD CD CD CD CD 

43 CD CD CD CD CD 

44 CD CD CD CJ) CD 
45' CD CD CD CD CD 

46 CD CD CD CD CD 

47 CD CD CD CD, CD 

48 CD CD CD CD CD 

49 CD CD CD CD CD 

50 CD ® ® 

51 CD CD CD CD CD 

52 CD CD CD CD CD J 

53 CD CD CD CD CD 

54 CD CD CD CD CD 

55 CD CD CD CD CD 

56 CD CD CD CD CD 

57 Cb est) CD CD CD 

58 CD CD CD CD CD 

59 CD CD CD CD CD 



20 CD CD CD CD CD 40 CD*® CDCDCD. 60CDCDCDCDCD 



61 CD CD CD CD CD 

62 CD CD CD CD CD 

63 CD CD CD CD CD 

64 CD CD CD CD CD 

65 CD QD CD CD CD 

66 CD CD CD CD CD 

67 CD CD CD CD CD 
%^ CD CD CD CD CD 

69 CD CD CD CD CD 

70 CD CD CD ^ CD 

71 CD CD CD CD CD 

72 CD CD CD CD C]D 

73 CD CD CD CD CD 

74 CD CD CD CD CD 

75 CD CD CD CD CD 

76 CD CD CD ^ C5J 
.77 OD CD CD CD CD 

78 CD CD CD CD CD 

79 CD CZ) CD <D CD 

80 CD^ GD CD <D CD 



81 CD CD CD CD CD 

82 CD CD CD CD CD 

83 CD CD CD CD 'CD 

84 CD CD CD CD CD 

85 CD CD CD CD CD 

86 CD CD CD G!) CD 

87 CD CD CD CD CD 

88 CD CD CD CD CD 

89 CD CD CD CD CD 

90 CD CD CD CD CD 

4 

91 CD CD CD CD CD 

92 CD CD CD CD CD 

93 CD CD CD CD CD 

94 CD CD CD CD CD 

95 CD CD CD CD CD 

96 CD CD CD CD CD 

97 CD- CD CD CD CD 

98 CI>^^ CD CD CD 

99 CD CD CD CD 

100 CD CD CD CD ^^l4 
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Score 



STTJDBrtB 



PREPARING YOUR STTJDENTS TO TAKE THE STEP 



B2 



Why ccPQ^ students given the STEP? • 

The first step in the continuing process of improving education for a 
school district y a s chool , or a particular student, is, to pinpoint 
problem areas. Stax^flardized achievement tests such as the STEP are use- 
ful for this purpose. 3TEP scores yield an outline of how the achieve- 
ment of AISD high school students compares ta 4Jmt x>f .atudeatj3. AQross ^he^ _ 
country. This information is useful in several way^: 

• t^inform^ student, and that student's parents, how the 
studen€^performed in a variety of academic skills ^ areas, 
compared, to students nationwide; | 

• to inform a school of academic areas of relative strength and 
weakness. This information can be used in schojzl^^pl^nning and 
setting schoo^ goals; 

' • to inform the School Board of areas of Strength and weakness in 
student achievement districtwide. r This information can be used 
to make curriculum and textbook decisions, and'^in^ setting dis- • 
trictwide goals and priorities. 



How can I encourage my students to take ihe}STEP? 



X 



There are a few things you can do to encojiiragd the students ^t your school 
to .tkke Xhe STEP: >s^ T 

• Maintain a4positive, realistic attitude toward the testing. 
Taking the STEP can be tedious an^^^iff icult, like a great dealA 
of other school work, but STfeP scores Vre an important part off^ 
the ^udent's records, the school's records, and the District's 
records. ' / 

• When you have contaoflJith -pareaps^ lets them know when the STEP 
tests ara given ^ mlali\to\)iCT wha^ scores mean/Mid how 
they are used, ano^ encourage them tq send their chJ* 
school on those, days. I 

Work with your students on developing some g^od/rest- taking 
skills (see page 2). Encourage them to see tKe STEgtests a^ 
a challenge — an opportunity to see how well they can^«. 
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What types of teet^taking skills do students meed? 

Students may need practice marking their auswers- on answer sheets .and 
working unjd^r timed conditions. Here are some things you can do to help: 

A. Below is a list of test-taking strategies. Discuss, these with your 
students. Make a bulletin board display containing some o£ these 
ideas: ' . ^4 

1) Use blunt #2 pencils. , They do not break as easily, and it takes 
fewer marks to fill the ^bubble. 

2) Mark only one answer per question. If the computer picks up two 
answers for a question, it counts the question as incorrect. 

3) Erase changed answers completely . The computer may pick up a 
partially erased response as a second response to a question, 
and count it as incorrect. " X. 

4) Every .fourth or fifth question, check to make sure you ar/o» the 
right nuiiber on the answer sheet. * ; 

5) , ^ut the answer sheet right next to the column of questions you are 

working on. This helps you keep your place in the booklet and work 
^ more quickly. ' ^ 

6) On the math sections, put your scratch paper under (or next to) the 
problem in the booklet to work out the answer. Do not waste time 
copying the whole problem onto your scratch paper. But r^ember not 

'to mark in the test booklet. * * 

7) The STEP is scored by counting the number of right answers. There, 
is no penalty for guesslitg, so it is better to try -to .eliminate at 
least One option and make\n educated guess at an answer than to leave 
it blank. 

'-^ • ^ 

B. Occasionally throughout the year give multiple choice tests, seatwork, or 
homework in a standa^zed test format. Use computer answer sheets if 
poj^ible to ^ve your students some practice with them. 

^ \ 

C. -Tine ypur^ltests o?^-seatwork ) to get students used to working under time 

constraints. . 

D. The attitude that you convey tbward the STEP is important.^ If students 
• se& that^you think the STEP is too, hard, or not' important/ then they will 

not take it Seriously and they may not do their best. Pnobably the most 
constructive attitude you can have is, "This test may be/too hard (or too 
easy) , but it is important for the students to take it seriously and do the 
best that they can. This way their parents, nextT^ar^s teacher, the School 
Board, and anyone else who uses these scores will get information that is 
as accurate a3 possible." * ' 
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A BULLETIN FOR TEST COaRmNATQRS 



OFFICE OF RESEARCH AND EVALUATION - AUSTIN INDEPENDENT SCHOOL DISt^ItT . August- 18, 1982 



Testing Calendar 
for 1982-83 



Here is your 1982-83 Districtwide Secondaicy .Testing 
Calendar. For easy reference^ *keep/b1ii6,.^in a conve- : , 
nient place. Contact persons for! the,.vkTious programs' 
'^re listed at the 'bottom of the seconds pdge. * * * 



SECONDARY TFSTING CALENDAR .--' 



DATES 



August 23 - Continuous 



August 23 - Continuous 



September! 7<^17 

November 1 - Januaiy 7 
) 

January 10 7 12 

January 31 - February 11 

Februaiy 14 - 18 ^ 



February, 15-17 
4 ^ 



Febrtiary 18-25 
March 1 - May 13 



March 7 

ERLC 



31 



ACTIVITY 

Language Assessment 
Battery (LAB) 



California Achieve- 
ment Tests (CAT) 



Minimum Competency 
Testing 

Minimum Competency . 
- Testing 

-Minimum Competency 
Testing * ;* 

Minimum Compete cy 
Testing \ ' ^ * 

Tex^s Assessment ^pf 
•Basic Skills (TABS) 



Ipwa Tests of Basic ^ 
Skills (ITBS) . 

ITBS Make-Ups • • 

Minimum Competency 
Testing ' 

Language 'Assessment 
Battery (LAB) 



STUDENTS INVOLVED 

All students new to AISD ^who show a 
language other thatn. English on the 
Survey of Home Languages 

All hew) AISD stt^erits with a noh-. 
English response oii;: tlie SUrvey of 
Home.LanguageV and* ^"English LAB 
score ^t or above the 23rd perc^ritiL^:. 

Senior .transfe^ from outside AISD . 
Special Sessions* (h:^gh' school) 
Tutorial testing** (high ^hool) 



Senior transfers from outside AISD' 



All grade 9 students (limited" special 
'education -exemptiona) j/.bptional for. 
10th, ' 12th grades-students Sfcio ^, 
have-not demonstrated mast-ery 



grade* 7 and 8 students (limi'ted , 
:ial education exemptions-) *' 



*A11 

fecial education exempt] 
Grade* 7 and .8 .students 



"Special sessions* (high school) 



-All LEP pupils in 'grade's 7-iS/-iaenti- 
fied as potential LEF exitsf,&y th'eior"' ' 
ITBS - scores ^ - - ^, ' 



/ 



DATES 
April 6-7 

April 16 and 2 
May 2 - 25 

May 16 - 20 
May 24 - 26 




■• ACTIVITY 

Sequential Tests of 
Educational Progress 
(STEP) 

^T^P>Iake-Ups^' 

Language Assessment 
B^ttexy (LAB) 



MinimuiD Competency^ 
Testing 

Min^^im Competency 
Testing 



STUDENTS INVOLVED 



All students in grades 9-12 (limited 
special education exemptions) - 



Students in grade 9-12 

All LEP students in grades 9-12 
identified as potential LEP^xits 
by th.eir STEP scores 

All tutorial seniors 



Tutorial testing** (high school) 



♦SPECIAL SESjPip - Students may ^tend if: * ' 

ij Vhey ij^ve not yet met. the competency requirements in reading/math, 

2) they are i!ot cuirently enrolled in reading/math tutorial, and 

3) ^ ^'hey have completed or are in the semester during which they complete four 

semesters of reading/language arts, or have earned or are in the semester 
during which they complete earning two units in math. 

**TUTORIAL TESTING - Required of students enrolled in reading/math tutorial courses. 



Program(s) 

Systemwide Testing 

Minimum Competency 

Local/State Bilingual 
- and LEP Identification 

State Compensatory 
Education * 



Test(s) 
ITBS, STEP 
Minimum Competency 
LAB, CAT 

TABS 




Contact Person 

Kevin Matter 

Kevin Matter 
m 

Jonathan Curtis 



Telephone 
458-1227 
458-1227 
458-1228 



Evangelina Mangino 458-1227 



\ 
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A BULLETiK FOB TEST COORDINATORS 



OFFICE OF RESEARCH AND EVALUATION ^AUSTIN INDEPENDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT November 18, 1982 



The 1982-83 school year is moving rapidly alongl. Winter vacation is soon 




*us - Which 

^ , ig titeeting 

Lzed here. If you have unanswered questions 
after reading this issue, call Kevin Matter or Glynn Ligon at 4S8-1227, Others probably 
have the same questions. 



means that spring achievement testing can't J?e far away! We've had one planna 
fox this year*s ITBS testing, which is summSize 



Number of Test Adminis- 
trators and Pres lugged 
Answer Sheets 




NOTES SU^WARIZING THE NOVEMBER 10 MEETING 



Please, ret^^ll the foAi" distributed at the ieeting 
indicating how' many spts of test administration 
materials you will nfeed for your teachers, coxmse- 
Vqts, and other staffi vdio will help administer the 
ITBS* Be sxire to ncjbe how your answer sheets should 
be preslugged"advisF5r,^ first period, etc. 



i?ractice Tests 



The practice^test will be o ptional a^ain this year, 
btct recommended for new students. If you desire 
copies of the practice test, please include that 
information when you return the foCT mentioned above. 



Draft of Test Results 
Brochure 



Report Card on Materials 
Returned 



draft of the 1982-83 
>'"''^^lts .brochure has>beeir"d__ 
* return your cqp!^nts, ^g; 



meht 



by November 




aor Mgh achievemeiit test 
distributed. Please review it 
tions, ideas, etc. to 



This year we will be making scho£ 
conditions in which their test 
after the testing* As you realize 
to* procedures for mateajials distribution, 
and ^return results in a more orjpnized, € 
test administration, as well as saving tl: 
\^^md yotff sdiool valuable time and money. We hope 
^tnis^^dback helps improve future test administra- 
tions sjb your* school* 




ITBS Reports for 1982-83 



The following junior high report^ will be sent after 
th6 I T BS H<1iniiubUa tiQn^ • 

. 'Alphabetic Listing of Students by Grade /'•'^^ 
( 4 copies) — • . — — 



. Percentile Score Rank Order Listings by Grade 
for Reading Total, Language Iptal^ and Math 
Total (4 copies) 

. ITBS Gunmed labels C3f copies) * 

. Classroom Skills Anal/si^ Summaji^ (1 copy) 

. Science Composite .Score Rank Order Listing 
(4 copies) 

To assist in scheduling, the following will be sent 
in early March: 

. Alphabetic Listing of 1981-82 Fifth-Grade 
Scores for Students Assigned to their 1983-84 
Junior High Campus (4 copies) 



ITBN^ports for 1982-83 
(Contimte4) 



Testing Timeline for 
1982-83 



Special Eduqation Student 
• Listing^ 



ERIC 



After the elementary ITBS testing, the following 
will be sent: 

<• 

. Alphabetic and Rank Order (reading, language, 
and math) Listings of 1982-83 Sixth-Grade • 
Scores for Students Assigned 1983-84 
Ca3i5)us (4 copies) 



Date 
January 26 

Week of January 31 - 
February 4^ ) 

Week <>£ February 7 - 

Februaary 11* ^ 



February IS - 17 



25 



^ Week of February 28 
, March 4 




Activity 

lor High BTC Meeting: 
:^ceive Checklists/Materials 




Receive ITBS Practice. Tests 



deceive ITB§ *Answei? nShej^t s. 

Receive ITBS Test: Booklets^ 

^ ITBS Administration 

J ITBS Make-ups ^ > * 

TtelTver' Answer 

OREj' Test Booklets Picked: 

ifp ; ' 

„ ITBS Results 



We have sent each schopi three copies of the Partxca- 
atioit in. Standa ^^bd Testing by Special Education 



Idarj 

tudeots llstingF Thi^-lijyt^ravides the^st jj^^ 
status of each spiecial' educaticai student at your 
ichooiy ^„ determfiied by the AW) Coipit$ee<» Siiice 
tie JJip Gomdttee made /these .decisions,, ^y jchange.s;^, . 
will have to go throtigK l:he copnittee and be TepbrteJ 



to.ORE on a^. scanner 4ocuaentr 



T 



Public Service Announcements 



Grade Equiva 




1983-84 Testing .Dates 



We will be making new television public service 
ahrioimcements (PSA^s) for this year's testing* 
Please send u^ names 'of lotal personalities who 
would be appropriate for a junior high audience. 



This year we will be reporting students' test scores 
in botk percentile rank and grade equivalent (GE) 
scores to the schools • The label for the parent/ . 
student brochure will contain oiUy percentile raiik , < 
scores, . ~ 

A training session on percentile and gradfe equivalent 
scoires will be arranged with each jtmior high in the 
spring. You will receive details l^ter. 



1 



* Tentative ITBS juivior hi^ testing dates for the 
1983-84 school year are as follows: 



.24) 



February l4 - 16 ^lake-i^s: February 17-: 

The Buil<^g Test Coordinators agreed that these were 
the best dates, even though Valentine's Day is the 
first scheduled testing day. 



^Exemplary Procedures 



We know that each school has particular methods of 
organizing the ITBS administration,- Please send tis 
your exemplaiy procedures Cones which really help you 
get t he job done effectively and efficiently ) so that 
we isdgjxt: share them with the otner sis^oois to help 
the administrations run even more smoothly. 



.Errors oft Class Lists 
'from Data Services 



Please be cairti<ms in using test scores printed on ' 
olass lists seSr out by Data Services, An error in 
their programning caused 'TIT04 KT04 LT04 Mr04" to 
be printed for some students in the place of their 
actual scores or If they^ liadTia scores, ORE is 
working with Data Services to correct their problem 
prior to January, 1983, 
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Iowa Tests of Basic Skills 

Your Scpres in . . . 




^ISD Junior High Schools 

' School Year 1982-83 ^ - 



\ ■ 

You recently look the IOWA TESTS OF BASIC SKILLS (IT^). This 
brochure is to help you ahd your parents understand why ypu were 
given this test, what your scores mean, and how the test scores will be ^ 
used to help provide the beslTnsfruclTonaTprograrn for younexTyear. If 
you stjll have questions about your test scores after reading this 
brochure, please meet with your teachers or school counselor. They 
will be happy to discuss your test scores with you.^ 

YOU TOOK THESE ITBS TESTS: THE SKILLS TESTED WERE: 
Vocabulary 

Reading Comprehension 

Language Skills 
Spelling 
Capitalization 
Punctuation 
Usage 

Work-Study Skills 

Visual Materials 
Reference Materials 
Mathematics 
Math Concepts 
Math Problems 
Math Computation 

WHY WEKE YOU TESTED? ' > 

When we want to know how we are doing m anything, we usually find 
something to compare ourselves to— runners m training for the Olym- 
pics might compare their practice efforts to wprld-record time, dieters 
might use a chart giving recoyimended weights for individuals of the 
sam^ sex and height. Testing is one way for you, your teachers, and 
your parents to know 'how you are doing in school. The ITBS is given to 
students across the country. Your scores then help you know how you 
are doing in acquiring basic skills m comparison to these students across 
the country. 

Your test scores will be used to make decisions about which reading, 
math, and language arts classes would be best for you to take. For 
eighth graders, these scores may mean that you have met AlSD's high 
school graduation minimum competency requirements. 

Your ITBS scores also help the principal know more about how all the 
students in your school are achieving. Other administrators and the 
School Board use the scores to help them understand.the achievement 
levels of students in AISD as a whole. 



Your knowledge oi the meaning 
of words. 

Your understanding of what you 
have read. 

Your ability to recognize ap- 
propriate spelling, capitalization, 
punctuation, and grammar. 



YotTr ability to interpret charts, 
maps, and graphs, and to use 
reference materials. 
Your understanding of mathema- 
tical theory and your ability to do 
various types of problems. 



■ \ 

HOW ACCURATE ARE THISE TEST SCORES? 

i 

In most cases, these test scores are a good estimation of how you per- 
1orm in school Bui these sco r es only es'ui i iate l i o.w 'w e l l you h av e 
learned the skills tested. They can be affected by a number of things, 
such as vvhjch courses you have taken and how you were feeling on the 
day you took the test 

Test scores are one piece of information which you, your teachers, and 
your parents should use to judge your school progress. Many other 
things should also be used to measure your success in school such as 
your grades, your enthusiasm for courses., and how-^well you can use 
skills you have learned. 

HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATION 
MINIMUM COMPETENCY REQUIREMENTS 

This section uf the brochure explains the high school graduation re- 
quirements which affect you. PLEASE READ IT CAREFULLY. If you 
have questions not answered by the information provided here, talk to 
your school counselor 



AISD HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATION 
MINIMUM COMPETENCY REQUIREMENTS 

AISD has a number of requirements students must meet before they 
can graduate frc^m high school* In addition to earning the required 
number of units of credit and passing the required courses^ two of 
these requirements involve your ITBS scores. . * 

Reading: Stu^nts will be required to demonstrate at least a 
ninth-grade competence \n reading or pJace on file 
a letter signed by parents or guardian acknowledg- 
ing that the student proposes to graduate without 
achieving a ninth-grade level in reading. 

Mathematics. Students will be required t6 demonstrate at least a 
ninth-grade competence in mathematics or place 
on file a letter signed by parent or guardian 
J acknowledging that the student proposes to 
graduate without achieving a ninth-grade com- 
petence in mathematics. ' 



AISD Board Policy 5127 




HOW CAN YOU MEfT THESE TWO MINIMUM COMPETENCY 
REQUIREMENTS? 

Thp first r h/ince voy have to meet these competency requirements in $ 

the eighth grade. If you are an eighth grader and your raw score for the 
Reading Tot^l is at least 61 and your Math Total raw score is at least 67 
you have already met'^e competency requirements. 

IF YOU DO NOT MEET THESE REQUIREMENTS IN EIGHTH 
GRADE, WHAT THEN?^ 

Vou can also meet these requirements in high school by ^making an 
average- ninth-gracte score on the high school achieve'ment test given 
every year. There are special high scht^ol courses you can take to help 
you meet these requirements if you have not met them by the time you 
have taken your required language arts and math courses. Your school 
counselor can tell you more about these courses. 

if ybu have not met the minimum competency requirements by the end 
of the tv\elfth grade, you may stay in school until you do meet them, or 
you may request that your parents or guardian give permission for you 
to graduate without meeting them. 

/ 

WHY DOES AfSD HAVE THESE REQUIREMENTS? 

The minimum ccJmpetency requirements were begun to make certain 
that levery student who graduates from an AISD school has the 
, mmimum skills necessary to function in our society. 

These requirements are the minimum requirements in reading and 
math. Every student is still expected to learn as much as possible. Most ' 
Students will far exceed these rhmimum levels. 




VVHAT DO YOUR SCORES MEAN? 

Vou will tin(] vour ITBS scores on the bottom of the next page. There are 
15 scores tor junior high'students. These mclujje the totals for reading, 
l anguage skills, wui ' k-study sk i l l s> and mjthomatici :. > 

The ITBS is a standardized test. This means that each^ student who takes 
the test receives the same directions and the same time limits. Because 
the tests are standa-rdized, we ran make estimates about how AISD 
student^ who took the test compare with students across the country in 
the nationwide reference group. This reference growp is thousands of 
students who took the ITBS in 1978 in each grade le\el from all areas of 
the country. 

For example, vou can see that Susan Jones made a percentile rank score 
Q\ 59 on the Vocabulary Test. This means that she scored higher on the 
Vocabulary Test than di(^ 59%^ of the students m Susan's grade who 
were part ot the nationwide reference group Therefore, for ev&ry 100 
students m the nationvMd^ group^l^Susan's score v\as higher than 59 of 
t hem 

For each grade level, a p^centile rank score ot 50 is the middle score 
tor all ttie students m the nationwide reference group. The highest pos- 
sible percen^le rank score is 99; the lowest is 1. 

Susan's mathematics scores are marked with an "s" in the row labeled 
SPECIAL CIRCUMSTANCE. This S^means that Susan's teacher noticed 
something during the mathematics testing period which made her think 
Susan's scores may not be accurate'. In this case, Susan lost a contact 
lens during the mathematics tests and could not read well. The school 
counselor has a record oY all teachers' reasons for thinking any scores 
may be inaccurate. 
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Q 1- *These are affplicable only in grades 4-6. 
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PASTE YOUR SCORES HERE 




YOO MAY VV6H TO MARK VOUR TEST SCORES ON THE GRAPH ABOVE, 
ORE Publication Number 82 32 O O/ 



